170             Racked rents and emigration.         [Sept. 8.
mountains of Moidart and Knoidart1. Behind are hills gently rising and covered with a finer verdure than I expected to see in this climate, and the scene is enlivened by a number of little clear brooks.
Sir Alexander Macdonald having been an Eton scholar", and being a gentleman of talents, Dr. Johnson had been very well pleased with him in London5. But my fellow-traveller and I were now full of the old Highland spirit, and were dissatisfied at hearing of racked rents and emigration, and finding a chief not surrounded by his clan. Dr. Johnson said,' Sir, the Highland chiefs should not be allowed to to go farther south than Aberdeen. A strong-minded man, like Sir James Macdonald1, may be improved by an English education; but in general, they will be tamed into insignificance.'
We found here Mr. Janes of Abcrdccnshirc, a naturalist. Janes said he had been at Dr. Johnson's in London, with Ferguson the astronomer'. JOHNSON. ' It is strange that, in such distant places, I should meet with any one who knows me. I should have thought I might hide myself in Sky.'
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3.
This day proving wet, we should have passed our time very uncomfortably, had we not found in the house two chests of cooks, which we eagerly ransacked. After dinner, when I alone was left at table with the few Highland gentlemen who were of the company, having talked with very high respect of Sir James Macdonald, they were all so much affected as to shed tears. One of them was Mr. Donald
1 'Here, in Badenoch, here, in Lochaber anon, in Lochiel, in Knoydart, Moydart, Morrer, Ardgower, and Ardnamurchan, Here I see him and here: I see him; anon I lose him.'
Clough's Bothie, p. 125.
1 See his Latin verses addressed to Dr. Johnson, in the APPENDIX. BOSWELL.
1 See ante, ii. 180.                                            * See ante, \. 520.
' See ante, ii. 114.
Macdonald,ely gratified . . . Boswcll was very angry, and reproached him with his improper parsimony.' Pioszi Letters, i. 137. A little later he wrote:—'I have done thinking of ***** whom we now call Sir Sawney; he has disgusted all mankind by injudicious parsimony, and given occasion to so many stories, that * * * * has some thoughts of collecting them, and making a novel of his life.' III. p. 198. The last of Rowlandsou's Caricatures of Boswcll's 'Journal is entitled Revising for the Second Edition. Macdonald is represented as seizing Boswcll by the throat and pointing with his stick to the Journal that lies open at pages 168, 169. On the ground lie pages 165, 167, torn out. Boswcll, in an agony of fear, is begging for mercy.
